


A REFERENDUM ON RIVES TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 2015-4, 

 THE RIVES TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE,  

ADOPTED BY THE RIVES TOWNSHIP BOARD OCTOBER 13, 2015 

INTRODUCTION - The Rives Township Board of Trustees adopted Ordinance No. 

2015-4, the Rives Township Zoning Ordinance, at a regular Township Board meeting 

on October 13, 2015.  A referendum petition was filed by certain Township residents 

in accordance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, MCL 

§125.3101 et. seq. (“Michigan Zoning Act” herein), requesting that the Zoning 

Ordinance adopted by the Township on October 13, 2015 be approved by Rives 

Township voters prior to becoming effective. This proposition is for the purpose of 

seeking voter approval of Ordinance No. 2015-4, the Rives Township Zoning 

Ordinance adopted on October 13, 2015, in accordance with Section 402 of the 

Michigan Zoning Act, being MCL §125.3402. 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-4 – Ordinance No. 2015-4 

is a re-adoption of the Rives Township Zoning Ordinance currently in effect in the 

Township. Ordinance No. 2015-4 makes amendments and revisions to the Rives 

Township Zoning Ordinance primarily for the purpose of bringing the Zoning 

Ordinance into compliance with requirements in the Michigan Zoning Act.  The 

purpose and intent of Rives Township Ordinance No. 2015-4 is to replace the 

currently effective Zoning Ordinance which provides for the regulation of land 

development in the Township by the establishment of zoning districts where 

agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial uses are segregated and permitted 

to meet the needs of the Township’s citizens for food, fiber, energy, and other natural 

resources, to provide for places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, services, and 

other uses of land, and to otherwise regulate the use of land and structures to ensure 

that use of land is situated in appropriate locations and relationships, to limit the 

inappropriate overcrowding of land and congestion of population, transportation 

systems, and other public facilities, to facilitate adequate and efficient provision for 

transportation systems, sewage disposal, water, energy, education, recreation, and  

other public service requirements, and to promote public health, safety and welfare.   

Approval of Ordinance No. 2015-4:  

 Will update and revise the existing Rives Township Zoning Ordinance consistent 

with requirements in the Michigan Zoning Act;   

 Will redefine certain terms and definitions in the Zoning Ordinance to facilitate 

better administration of zoning regulations and to clarify application of zoning 

regulations to existing and future uses. 

 Will repeal and replace the current Rives Township Zoning Ordinance with an 

updated and revised zoning ordinance;  

 Will not change the existing zoning map or any existing zoning district 

boundaries currently established in the Rives Township Zoning Ordinance; and 

 Will not change current enforcement and penalties for violation of zoning 

regulations. 

Non-Approval of Ordinance No. 2015-4:  
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 Will mean that the Rives Township Zoning Ordinance currently in effect will 

remain effective with parts of the Zoning Ordinance not in compliance with 

requirements in the Michigan Zoning Act; and   

 Will not eliminate current zoning district regulations under the existing Rives 

Township Zoning Ordinance.  

Should Ordinance No. 2015-4 be approved? 

Yes  ________ 

No   ________ 




